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J'F'RL DIVING IN THE WABASH ;Lt #h/y[ LL S~ 

Did you kn ow th~ t pnople ~ove in the Wabash River 

f o r pearls? Well i t all s t arted in 1905 . 

An old r i v erman ~new n0 thi n~ r r the value of t h e 

pear ls , mussel s , ch e lls , slug~ , spiks , ~nd nu gge t s . 

Buxers then came t o Hulao nvi l'e , I llin ois t o buy the 

products o f th " pearls , mu srel r-he ll~ , sJ u(s , cpi l'-' s , 

and nuggets . Dur i ng that nencon imperfrcL .·arls we re 

aold by the quart . 

A pear l is r uund . S l ue, G 0rc f ound -Ln alJ. sl~:3pes 

and a ize s, many being as bie ~·" n hazP1 nu L. 

During one year ~orno men shipped over ?5n pcru·1 ·· • 

One waa sold f or i600 . 

When the p ea.rl cra ze re., l1y Iii t LJ wns 3.lonr: th•' 1 i VC' r' , 

th c re were s tr a n r; e sigh t s t , ' s c - • In n t • Fr a nc i s v i l l (' , r J • 

yo u c ould see d ozens of men ;.tnd bo yc die;ging ~i1011t l n t:w 

mud o f hog pen along thr ri\nr hop~ing t , fi~4 a : tray 
I 

pearl or slug los t from th0 mu s~·c l s t !.nt had been rcr. t 

the h ogs . 

You can find pearls in al mos t any c o l or , but th~y nrr 

genera lly the same tint as Lhe shell that pr oduc,.,s them . 

White pearls are most p opulo.r, but pink pear-]s :.re ln r;) <' 

demand by American women . A black 11carl is v ry :"~r . • 

Mos t people Lhink pearl~ a r c s haped ljkr vc~y Li tt e 

ball s , p0a r s or buttons . People n 0 w d·,ys Gl' <' t h.-·rn .i ., 

many sh 'lpe s , snch ri s; pct ;1J~· , Ii_ ics , a r rn1·; ~ •• '1•1.-: :1 :"' 

excellent qualit irs . 



The pearl liJies are usually milk- whi t e and th G 

form of a calla . They can be very beautifu] in a mc 1 ... ntir1e 

of green-~o ld leaves a nd a diamond canter . 

Sometimes a but t on or bal J pearl burst its snc , l11C'P 

lodges in another loc nti t•:'! in t he r.hel ! to beco111"' the 

nuc l eus o f a baroque pear] . 

There arc stcrics abollL fabul ous finds . 0 f ,. tic1 · l-·!· 
J 

inte r ost is the legend of ~he G,uNns Pa.:u·l. 
, 

The r·uccns 

Pearl was a very lnri::c ~· · .-i.rl that :1eit;'.rnd 72 r-ra i.nc. 

Jumbo Adame of Mt . Carmel , Ill. found t~e pearl and solct 

it for UBOO. Twenty-four hours afLer Jumbo Adams ~old 

the pearl , a buyer· from New YCrl< bought it. for j2 , )00 . 
I 

La t er it u1nde its way to be part of the Queens Necf<J ace. 

~'IAYS ,,,0 VIND 'l'H ·· ' PP.f.RLS 

FindinB poorl s tn lhw river taken al ot of bard work. 

First you need a boat and moto~ . On each slde of Lhe 

boat a r c two woorle~ boards with no tches in lkem . Th€S~ 

b oards are col led standards. 01:\ the sia nd a rtl. ~ a r-e hl..l-hg 

i ron bars. 'i'bese twa bars are lined with musse-J h.o ok.s . 

These h0ol<c are e" J ~ed crowsfect. 



Each hook i s made wi th two piece s of f/11 wi re whic h is .:> bout 

4 i nches l ong . Another pi ece o f wire is rapped a r ound 

t hea ~o ho Jd them t ugethr r . The ends are curved 11p to 

make hooks. 'I'h cy arc t ied to a piece of s t rln g a nd Lh.-n t o 

the bar. 

You go t o gr a v0l beds in the ri v0r and put the Dors 'n 

the water. They are pulled bahjnd Lh~ boat by 8 thin& 

c el led a )11ul<J . A »t~le is.!\ piece of canvas which hos- a 

boa r d on t he tap o~d a rdd an t h ~ bottom to h~ld it «~wrt . 

A s trine; i s t ied t o eacl\ end or the rod and brcught "'f 

t o t he boa t t o wt~r~ two nQjJs are and tied to them . 

Thi s is used to euide Lhe boat and a1:3o to p1.1JJ i t. 

The curren t of the river pulls ~Goi 1 st l t q 

The burs wi t h t~e ho oks on ~he m a re p~l l ~d a l on' th~ 

gra ve l becJs unLLl Lh 0y are full a{' )'l_IUSsel s- . 'l'hGy a't'e th4?1\ 

pul led ou t of t he rjvqr and put on Ln e stan~ards . 

'Phe musse l s: are then pi~?1e.c1 Off and p1A t int.he boat . 

After y cu r..;e t a-11 you can haul i ~the boa t, you go bach t o 

shor e . 

The mucs0 ls fll"e then pvt t n a con t<.'li '>\er ca I/ @d ~ 

v a t. I t )s a bi,; t uh MCld'° o~t of ti n tei cOJJ~ the ;.\~s-seiG 

in .• 



Wa t e r is put on the mussels a nd a fire l:iuilL und ern r>o. l!t . 

The mussels are cooked unt i l t hey pop open . 

They a re t hen plnc ed on a wood 0 r t <1bel and t he shet ls are 

t aken o f f thf' mea t s . The mea t s ar<~ 'll~rnys checl·~cd . Alone; tfi~ 

s ide s whic h are culled ~ines sometimes can be found peQrls . 

S ome o f th e rienrln c.1rc vr.ry t iny and some blg one .· cnn b e. 

f ound in thj n way , Th1'rf' ii a v• hPr n s on,Q vary ex pens i \' e. fe? ar ls 

f om1d mus~cl shells . 

There are also t)'?i ng..s found i" H.e· tH tt f!S of ti.a ittcu,."ts tA•i 

don ' t d e v elop int.a p~<.i tls ca 1 ~uu sl ue s . 'rJ1e .; 5lilf.S are. 

u sed to mak o mcdicJne . 

'I'his articie is L<.o s e.l nn th • .. s e t ual JflU._ • .,cl di Ui ta~ . 

Peopl e toda y are still dtgginc muss~l~, bu~ the rnu ss6l 

s hell is bcinr; U SC 1 ir1 industry . Pczar1 s C8t'l ori,, ~e> 

f ound if you t nk0 t he timr to loo~ . Peqr/s Wi l l always 

b e popu lar . 
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